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Two Democratic Revolution Party (PRD) leaders have assumed the role of chief political opponents
of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in Mexico. Former senator Ifigenia Martinez
director of the PRD's Institute for Democracy Studies and Sen. Porfirio Munoz Ledo have organized
a series of forums during the past several months to illustrate how NAFTA would widen economic
inequalities between the wealthy and the poor in the US, Canada and Mexico. Speaking in New
York in early April, Martinez said that Mexico should abandon NAFTA and instead pursue an
agreement that promotes more equal development and employment in the three countries.
According to Martinez, the effects of NAFTA will be largely determined by the "asymmetries" in
relation to the economies of the three countries. She said that the US produces about 88% of total
GDP the three nations, while Canada and Mexico together only create about 12%. Martinez told
reporters that delays in NAFTA negotiations would be beneficial, as they would allow time for her
party to press for new agreements on social welfare. She expressed concern that the current NAFTA
will only boost corporate profits and concentrate income among the wealthy in the three countries.
She said businesses would begin a more intensive use of capital and automated technology, which
would reduce, not increase jobs. (Sources: Notimex, 04/13/93; El Financiero International, 04/19/93)
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